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Mission Statement 
The mission of Levy Special Education Center is to provide a safe and stimulation learning environment 

which promotes dignity and respect for the students, and where the individual needs of each student 

are met by a team of skilled caring professionals in ways that are purposeful and meaningful. 

Date Change!  
Field Day has been 

moved to Friday, 
May 10 from 

10:30am-12:30pm 

May 10—Field Day 
 
May 17—Senior Picnic 
 
May 21—Graduation 
 
May 23—Last Day of      
  School 

ESY 
dates: 

June 3-6 
June 10-13 
June 17-20 

June 24-27 
July 8-11 
July 15-18 



Music April 2019 Newsletter 

The elementary students at Levy performed in a Zoo-themed music program 
on April 25 and did an amazing job! The students demonstrated their 
knowledge of what they have been practicing throughout the year: playing in-
struments, singing, music literacy and more.  

April is Jazz Appreciation Month and we have been exploring the instruments 
and singers of jazz music. Students have been introduced to singers like Ella 
Fitzgerald and Louis Armstrong and have listened to instruments like the 
trumpet and trombone. Wichita has some great FREE opportunities to share 
jazz music with the community! Here are some dates: 
Bradley Fair Summer Jazz Concert Series at 7:30-9:30 pm: 
- June 6 
- June 13 
- June 20 
- June 27 (followed by fireworks and celebration) 
We have had a jam packed and fun musical year. As we prepare for graduation 
on May 21, we need singers to join our graduation choir. Our graduates picked 
the inspirational song “A Million Dreams” from The Greatest Showman to 
sing during graduation. If you would be willing to participate, please contact 
Ms. Becca or Ms. Gabby! 
Let’s finish this school year out strong and enjoy a musical summer break! 
Ms. Becca and Ms. Gabby 



Students and staff in D2 have been very busy this spring!  We 
have welcomed a new student this month, which means a new 
friend in the class!  Some of the students were given the           
opportunity to go to Tanganyika, where they got to enjoy seeing 
the animals and they had a picnic.  The students that remained at 
school enjoyed playing outside with sidewalk chalk and bubbles, 
playing basketball on the patio and they had a picnic in the     
classroom.  In science we learned about plants and how colors 
change when different ones are mixed together.  We did activities 
such as planting seeds and dying Easter eggs. The students enjoy 
relaxing, learning and playing as they swim in the pool. It helps 
them with sensory needs, they learn water safety skills and they 
enjoy splashing around!  

Hello from D2! 



 It is hard to believe that the school year is almost over. It has been an 
awesome year in Life skills.  We have been learning a lot about different 
topics, from Our American Flag to coloring Peace Rocks. March was all 
about energy so in life skills we decorated light switch covers. In April, 
we have been learning about Needs and Wants and working with money 
again. We also did a joint project with the Art teacher this year.  We dec-
orated flowering pots in Art and brought them to Life skills to plant a 
flower in! We also learned about the life cycle of a flower.  Our favorite 
part of Life skills is making a snack to eat every week. We are learning 
different ways to prepare food by following recipes and learning kitchen 
safety.  
If you’re ever at Levy stop by to see what’s cooking! 

What’s cookin’ in Life skills! 



Life Skills 



Life Skills 



Lifetime activities are physical activities that can be performed at any age.  
They are low-impact, low-risk, and do not involve physical contact with other 
players.  These types of activities are meant to promote fitness and health.  
Some of the most popular activities include walking, swimming, and bowling.  
Not only do they offer excellent ways to stay in shape, it is a great way to spend 
time as a family.   
 Walking is a popular activity because it can be done almost anywhere and 
it requires no equipment. Some of the health benefits of walking include        
reduced risk of heart attack and stroke, burn calories, improving mood,        
lowering blood sugar, and boosting energy.  If you are looking for something a 
little more exciting than your neighborhood to venture out in, there are several 
walking paths and parks in which to get in some steps.  If you look a          
wichitaonthecheap.com there is a good article called, “Where to Walk in    
Wichita” that  offers many ideas.  Some examples are Sedgwick County Park, 
Pawnee Prairie, and Swanson Park. 
 Another lifetime activity that is worth mentioning is swimming which is 
an excellent way to cool off in the upcoming summer months.  Sarah Trometer, 
APE teacher, says that “swimming can increase range of motion, it is easy on 
your joints, builds strength, and most importantly, it’s fun!”  There are many 
public pools located in Wichita, Ks.  You will find them in the following parks:  
Aley, College Hill, Evergreen, Harvest, Linwood, Minisa, and Orchard.  If you 
don’t want to go the public pool route, the Y has 3 outdoor waterparks in   
Wichita, and 2 more in surrounding cities.   
 If you are not an outdoorsy type of person, then bowling may just be the 
thing for you.  While bowling is a fairly low-impact activity, it still boasts many 
health benefits.  Just a few of them are:  improved flexibility and balance,   
muscle strengthening, and better hand-eye coordination.  Seneca Bowl and 
Northrock Bowling lanes both offer summer bowling programs in which kids 
can receive two free games a week just by signing up. 
 Probably the most important benefit of lifetime activity participation is 
the opportunity to bond with your family and others close to you.  Engaging in 
activities with your family helps to open up communication, lower stress, and 
become closer as a family.   

Adapted Physical  
Education 



We are learning about wants and needs this month. You 

can take a shopping trip with your child and review 

whether items you are purchasing are wants or needs. 
E-1 had a great time bowling together on our field trip. 

During our trip we were able to review last month’s 

lessons about potential and kinetic energy! 

A Note from E1 



 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

We are pleased to inform you that Levy Special Education Center will 
be participating in this year’s Recycle Rally!  
 
What is Recycle Rally? 
Recycle Rally is a nationwide school recycling program designed to 
raise awareness among K-12 students about the importance of recy-
cling.  
It is sponsored by PepsiCo and can offer our school opportunities to 
earn valuable supplies and points as we teach our students the im-
portance of recycling throughout the year. 
 
What will my child be asked to do? 
Students will be encouraged to recycle CLEAN, non-alcoholic bever-
age containers (plastic bottles marked with “#1 PETE”, 
“#2Milky”and“#5 plastic” on the bottom, SOLO CUPS #6, Aluminum 
Cans, Personal Care and Beauty bottles, Drink pouches with spouts 
and Box Tops for Education.  
 
How can you help?   
We hope you’ll join us in making this year’s Recycle Rally a success 
by encouraging your child to get involved! Please start saving your 
CLEAN bottles, cans, box tops and send them with your child to recy-
cle at school so we can earn more points. Renew, Reuse, And Recycle.  
 
Thank you!  
 
Deb Burgardt  
 
Vocational Instructor 



Wow, hard to believe it is May!  Our class was very busy in the month of April.  Our Unique 
unit for April was Make it, Sell it, Buy it, and we talked a lot about what we want and what 
we need.  For this unit, the students participated in a variety of activities comparing wants and 
needs.  
Our classes celebrated at our Spring Party by coloring eggs and doing an egg hunt.  The     
elementary students had the opportunity to perform in the “We are Going to the Zoo!” music 
performance on April 25th.  
The class was given the opportunity to go to Tanganyika Wildlife Park on a fieldtrip provided 
by ARC, as a Circle of Friends event.  We discussed the zoo being a good home for animals, 
the different ways they are taken care of, and the different environments they live in.  Some 
of us were able to feed the giraffes and get in a bunny and tortoise habitat.  It was a great    
opportunity for a hands on experience.   
The month of April was a huge assessment month, using the alternate assessment from the 
DLM.  All of the students worked hard completing their assignments in Reading, Math, and 
Science!  
Our class received a grant from Prairie Pilots to purchase alternative seating for our        
classroom.  These new seating options assist our students in self-regulation.  
We will spend the month of May celebrating our successes and winding down for the       
summer!  
 
D3   Denise, Matt, Johnita, Sara, Shannon, Cassandra, Cherri, Braden, Charles, Jaxen, Chad, 
Malik, and Dedrick 
D1  Crystal, Ciahna, Jim, Greg, Armani, D’Maniel, Matthew, and Tez 

D1 & D3 
Happenings 



D1 & 
D3 



Quick TipS    

 
 
Predictability 
Lindsey Biel, a pediatric occupational therapist who specializes in sensory processing chal-
lenges, explains that kids who are not getting optimal and reliable information from their 
senses often feel uncomfortable and out of control. Predictability allows them to feel more 
secure. Changes in routine threaten that sense of security, and can trigger meltdowns.  
(Reference: childmind.org) 
Advance warning gives kids a framework for what is coming and helps them know what to 
expect.  One way to do this is to create a clear schedule so your child knows what to expect 
and when.  Many of the classrooms at Levy use a “visual schedule” that allows the students to 
see what is happening right then and what will be coming throughout the school day.  A visu-
al schedule can be developed using pictures of the activities along with words naming the ac-
tivity.  Implementing a visual schedule at home may be helpful for your child.  Some exam-
ples are included below. 

   

When developing a schedule, remember to keep it simple.  Having too many items on the dai-

ly schedule may overwhelm some children.  Include daily tasks or activities that are typically 

a part of your child’s day.  In using a visual schedule with your child, it is important to stick 

with the planned activities for that day as closely as you can so your child learns to trust the 

schedule.  It may be helpful to consult your child’s teacher when developing a visual schedule 

for home. 

Levy School Psychologist    Teresa Wade, Ed. S. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwibyNudyenhAhUCnKwKHXCaDw0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.iloveaba.com/2012/08/creating-order-in-home-daily-schedules.html&psig=AOvVaw2bX_sV7OHhTYkseiZ2Fb52&ust=1556224091
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiww_7UyOnhAhVSVK0KHfjOBVoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.amazon.com/Autism-responsibilities-Communication-Help-Today/dp/B01MXR3SJ8&psig=AOvVaw2bX_sV7OHhTYkseiZ2Fb52&ust=1
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As the school year winds down, the Levy nurses would like to thank you for allowing us 
the opportunity to help care for your child.  We love our Levy students and both agree 
there is no better place in the school district to work! 
 
Summer is great time to schedule yearly check-ups with your family doctor, dental and 
eye exams. 
 

If your child takes medication at school, we will send home a medication form at the 
end of the school year.  Please take the form with you to your doctor’s appointment 
over the summer.  You and your child’s doctor should carefully review the form and 
make note of any changes in medication, dosage or time to be administered at 

school.  Updated and completed forms, signed by doctor and parent, will need to be re-
turned to the school during enrollment (and also at any time during the school year when 
there has been a medication change).  Due to the high volume of medication, feedings 
and treatments given at Levy, any forms returned during Open House or the first week of 
school will require two days for the nurses to process.  During this time, a parent will 
need to administer the medication or feeding at school.  We appreciate your help in 
providing the safest possible care for your child. 

 
At the end of the school year, we will also send home Dental Care Cards.  You can 
take this card with you to your child’s next dental appointment and ask the dentist 
to fill it out, then return it to the school.  Kansas state statutes require that dental 

screenings be provided yearly for all children attending public school, except those who 
return a form showing the child has seen the dentist in the last three months. Notification 
of the screening will be sent home a few weeks before it is scheduled with more infor-
mation.  The screenings involve local dental volunteers looking into the child’s mouth 
and reporting any possible problems or need for care.   
 
Expanded Dental Care (cleaning, fluoride and sealants) will also be offered for those who 
do not have a regular dentist and can tolerate cleaning without sedation.  The care is pro-
vided at school by local dental volunteers. Parental permission is required for Expanded 
Dental Care.  This information will also be sent out a few weeks before the Expanded 
Dental Care clinic is scheduled. 
 
We wish you a healthy and sneeze-free allergy season and a safe and happy summer! 
 
Lynette Ashbrook, RN and Diana Coster, RN 
Levy School Nurses 

From the Nurses... 



Pictures from Art 



Pictures from Art 






